
Founded 1888 

Barrow Angling Association Ltd 

 

137th AGM held at British Legion Club, Barrow on 01 December 

2025 

 

Opening 

The Chairman, David Nixon, opened the meeting. 

Apologies were received from: Kieth Roger, Mick Mason, Kieth Raine, Joe Reynolds, and Dickie 

Maddox. 

A minute’s silence was observed in memory of past members: Sam Pittam, Ralph Walker, Alan Riley, 

Dave Helm, Arthur Adams, and Albert Pettigrew. 

 

Minutes of the Previous AGM 

The minutes and financial statement from 2024 were approved as a true and accurate record. 

Proposed by Ray Millard, seconded by Allen Cooke. 

No matters arose from the 2024 AGM. 

 

Chairman’s Address 

The Chairman, David Nixon: 

•  Thanks were extended to the Executives and Committee for their efforts throughout the 

year. 

•  Early season fishing in 2025 was rewarding, though catches declined later in the year. The 

Chairman suggested phosphate run-off may be affecting oxygen levels in reservoirs. United Utilities 

are investigating. 

•  Membership remains healthy, supported by birdwatching permits. Only one conflict was 

reported, involving a non-permit holder. 

•  Requests have been made to United Utilities to: 

•  Widen the Pennington car park. 

•  Conduct a weed survey at Poaka as part of upcoming reservoir works. 

•  Membership fees remain competitive compared to other clubs. In 2026, new exchange 

agreements will include Vale of Clwyd Angling (wild brown trout and sea trout), Appleby, and Millom. 

•  Concern was expressed about poor support for working parties. Executives carried out 

maintenance alone, which is unsustainable. Contracting work could lead to higher fees. 

 



•  Special thanks were given to Mark Postlethwaite and Mark Bellas for their ongoing work 

maintaining grass cutting and pathways. 

•  Members were encouraged to recruit new anglers to sustain membership income and keep 

costs down. 

 

Secretary’s Report 

Club Secretary George Teasdale MBE: 

•  The club is well run but lacks a volunteer with social media expertise to promote club 

activities on platforms such as Facebook, TikTok, and Snapchat. 

•  Collaboration with United Utilities continues. Members worked with South Cumbria Rivers 

Authority planting thousands of deciduous trees above Pennington to improve wildlife and reduce 

erosion. 

•  Upper Ireleth may come under the Reservoirs Act in the near future. In preparation, a dam 

engineer has been consulted, with work planned for 2026, funded by the contingency fund (from 

Cavendish Dock permits). Membership fees will not be raised to cover costs. 

•  Poaching has reduced, aided by birdwatchers whose presence deters offenders. 

•  The club stocks over 6,000 fish annually across five waters, supported by three exchange 

agreements. 

•  Clubmate remains the membership and booking tool, though it incurs costs. 

•  Newsletters were issued in spring, summer, and autumn, available on the website and 

Facebook group. 

•  Rules will be simplified in 2026, including parameters for light lure fishing. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer Jim Cannell: 

The accounts were approved by the auditors and submitted to Companies House and HMRC. 

Overview by Jim Cannell: 

•  Income increased due to membership fee rises, more birdwatchers, higher interest, and a 

rebate from United Utilities for Harlock’s 2024 closure. 

•  Balancing overheads between the Game section and Cavendish Dock reduced costs for the 

Game section. 

•  Major expenditure included £8,000 for a sit-on grass cutter, easing maintenance. 

•  Fish purchases remain the largest annual cost (£24,703 in 2025), with inflationary increases 

expected in 2026. 



Financial Summary: 

A summary of the full balance sheet is shown in the table below: 

Income Expenditure 

Opening Bank Balances £56,221 Stocking £24,703 

Interest Received £1,245 Rent £3,113 

Membership Fees £33,872 Insurance £493 

Cavendish Dock Fees £6,855 Admin £2,869 

Miscellaneous income £347 Miscellaneous expenditure £9,221 

  Closing Bank Balances £58,141 

Grand Total Income £98,540 Grand Total Expenditure £98,540 

 

 

Proposed by Allen Cooke, seconded by Ian Sneesby. 

 

Membership Report 

Membership Secretary: Jim Cannell 

•  Total membership: 272 (92 Full, 74 Seniors, 31 New Adults, 34 Juniors, 22 Birdwatchers, 15 

Honorary Life, 4 Honorary), a slight increase compared to 2024. 

•  Fee increases in line with inflation approved for 2026: 

•  Full: £175 

•  Senior: £153 

•  Birdwatchers: £60  

•  Juniors: £22 (no change) 

•  Birdwatching permit numbers may be increased slightly, subject to car park capacity and 

United Utilities’ approval. 

•  Cavendish Dock permits fell by around 10% to 191, reflecting tougher fishing conditions, but 

remain a vital income source. 

 

Stocking 

Stocking Manager : Jim Cannell 

Stocking Plan 2026 

•  Total: 6,320 fish across Pennington, Poaka, Ireleth, and Harlock. 

•  Harlock: three stockings (April, May, September), including 150 Rainbows in April for year-

round fishing. 



•  Stocking dates in 2026: 17 Mar, 8 Apr, 21 Apr, 5 May, 19 May, 21 Jun, 23 Jun, 7 Jul, 1 Sep, 6 

Oct. 

•  Twice-monthly stockings early in the season; no stocking in August due to high temperatures. 

•  Plan approved. Proposed by Jim Collis, seconded by Geoff Hall. 

 

Events & Fish Returns 

Events Coordinator: Jim Ireland 

Catch returns (up to Oct 2025): 

Water Anglers Fish Stocked Fish Caught Fish Taken Average catch 

Ireleth 1,531 975 1,820 153 1.1 

Pennington 290 2,395 461 72 1.6 

Poaka 741 2,375 1280 167 1.7 

Harlock 244 750 349 29 1.4 

 

•  Poaka produced the best returns; Harlock grew in popularity late season. 

•  Notice boards: Pennington’s board replaced after storm damage; future replacements for 

other waters planned. 

•  Events: Two open evening competitions (May, July) attracted non-members and new sign-

ups.  Due to success, more are planned for May and June 2026. 

•  Proposed trip to Dunsop Bridge Fishery in late summer/autumn 2026. 

•  Maintenance dates will be published in spring; members urged to support. 

 

Elections 

There were no new nominations for the Executive posts. 

Chairman: David Nixon (re-elected). 

•  Chairman : David Nixon (re-elected). 

• Secretary: George Teasdale (re-elected). 

•  Treasurer & Membership Secretary: Jim Cannell (re-elected). 

•  Events Manager & Welfare Officer: Jim Ireland (re-elected). 

•  Committee: Geoff Hall, Allen Cooke, Mick Mason, Peter Sandford, Graeme Meikle, Paul 

White, Paul Riley (re-elected en bloc). 

•  New Committee Member: Derek Asbury. 

 



 

Member Proposals 

Light Lure Fishing Trial: 

Proposal for 12-month trial at Harlock (max lure 5g, length 38mm). 

•  Amended to 6 months at AGM (15 March–15 September). 

•  Motion approved: 14 in favour, 7 against, 4 abstentions. 

Knotallow Transfer: 

Ulverston Angling Club proposed transfer of Knotallow to BAA, including 33 members without joining 

fees. 

•  Stocking costs (300 fish twice yearly) to be absorbed by BAA. 

•  Motion approved: 22 in favour, 3 against, 1 abstention. 

PMN – the transfer to BAA was approved at Ulverston AA AGM. 

 

Any Other Business 

Enforcement Officer Allen Cooke outlined procedures for dealing with poachers and praised 

birdwatchers for reporting suspicious activity. 

 

Closing 

With no further business, the meeting was formally closed. 

 

Social Media : barrowanglingassociation.co.uk 

Facebook : “The New Barrow Angling Association Members Group” 

 


